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non which it appears he never had. In "Blackwood's
Magazine'' John Neal said of the book, "Not one
word of which we believe. It is full of ridiculous
exaggerations." And yet neither this criticism nor
any other stemmed the outpouring of editions of
it which must now number more than -seventy.
Weems doubtless thought that he was helping God
and doing good to Washington by his offensive and
effusive support of rudimentary morals.

Weems had been dead a dozen years when another
enemy sprang up. This was the worthy Jared Sparks,
an historian, a professor of history, who collected
with much care the correspondence of George Wash-
ington and edited it in a monumental work. Sparks,
however, suffered under the delusion that some-
thing other than fact can be the best substance of
history. According to his tastes, many of Washing-
ton's letters were not sufficiently dignified; they
were too colloquial, they even let slip expressions
which no man conscious that he was the model of
propriety, the embodiment of the dignity of history,
could have used. So Mr. Sparks without blushing
went through Washington's letters and substituted
for the originals words which he decided were more
seemly. Again the public came to know George
Washington, not by his own words, but by those at-
tributed to him by an overzealous stylist-pedant.